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One of the most awkward moments I experienced as a young twenty-something pastor 
occurred after I preached a sermon on money.  As worshippers chatted in the foyer of 
the church after the service, an older man approached me.  He had been a part of the 
church for years and he was respected as a leader of our congregation.  Having heard 
my sermon, he had a concern he wanted to share.  He said, “Pastor, I don’t think 
anyone should ever preach on money.  Just preach the Bible and God will prompt 
people to give.”

I gave some thought to the man’s input.  After a while, it dawned on me — it is 
impossible to preach the Bible without talking about money.  Scripture is replete with 
references concerning possessions and material things.  In fact, Jesus Himself was 
known for being a bold preacher on the subject.  He knew many of the Pharisees and 
religious leaders of His day were materialistic idolaters at heart.  Consequently, He was 
careful to instruct His disciples on possessions, saying, “Don’t store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth…For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:19-21). 

Considering our Lord’s emphasis on money, modern men should stand on guard.  
If we are not vigilant, issues related to possessions and prosperity can thwart us from 
being all God wants us to be.  Though many men may think this subject is a peripheral 
issue, one not worthy of discussion in the church, it is of paramount importance for 
godly living.  The call to Christian manhood calls us to consider money in light of gospel 
truth.  One has rightly said, “God can have our money and not have our hearts, but He 
cannot have our hearts without having all our money.”1

In this lesson, we will consider the subject of material things in light of Scripture.  
Our goal is to gain a godly understanding of how we should approach money and 
resources.  To do so, we will consider both spiritual and practical matters.  My hope is 
that this study will help us put money in the proper perspective so that we might be 
better equipped to glorify God.  Let’s talk about spiritual matters first.

MONEY AND THE MASTER
A proper understanding of wealth starts with a proper view of God.  Many people get it 
wrong when it comes to material things, because they get it wrong when it comes to 
their Lord.  They have such a dim view of Jesus and the gospel, it’s no wonder they 
have a skewed view of finances and possessions.  There is an old axiom that speaks of 
people being “too earthly minded for any heavenly good.”  Indeed, an earthly 
perspective is what keeps many in bondage to materialism and a money-loving lifestyle.

Our Lord remarked on the need for proper spiritual sight when speaking on the 
subject of money and material things.  He said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your 
eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eye is bad, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. So if the light within you is darkness, how deep is that 
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darkness!” (Matthew 6:22-23).  In order to become men who are good stewards, we 
must first get right spiritually.  What type of heart perspective is needed to be the 
spiritual men who handle our finances and resources appropriately?  Consider four 
values that shape our spiritual understanding of stewardship.

God Owns Everything
Some men suffer from what I call “the He-Man complex.”  Do you remember the fictional 
cartoon character?  “He-Man” was a sword-wielding, sorcery-empowered superhero 
who was billed as a master of the universe.  Many men, even Christian men, unwittingly 
live with the mindset that they are masters of their lives, kings of their domains.  They 
falsely assume they are in control.  They overlook the doctrine of the sovereignty of God 
and they are not mindful of the fact that the Lord owns all things.  Through the Psalmist, 
the Lord said, “every animal of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 
50:10).  If you want to get your financial house in order, develop a godly awareness that 
God owns everything.  All you have is His.  You are simply a steward of His blessings.

God Has Promised to Meet My Needs
Much of the proverbial rat race is driven by fear.  Many people rabidly seek after wealth 
because of an ever-present anxiety that they might go without what they need at some 
point in the future.  Their materialistic lifestyles reveal their lack of faith.  Jesus warned 
against such godless living (Matthew 6:31-33).  Furthermore, He promised that He 
would always provide for those who trusted Him (Matthew 6:33).  If you want to be free 
from the chains of idolatrous materialism, let your life be directed by the promise that 
“God will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19).

Prospers Me according to His Will
The doctrine of God’s providence is one that has fallen on hard times.  Simply stated, 
the teaching maintains that the Lord is involved in every little detail of our lives.  Where 
we live, what we do for a living, who we marry, and other major decisions of life are 
under His direction, but seemingly smaller issues are as well.  Every potential job 
promotion and raise is under His direction.  He ordains each downturn in the economy 
and every financial windfall from which we might benefit.

Scripture applies the providence of the Lord to the believer’s financial standing.  
It says, “The Lord’s blessing enriches, and he adds no painful effort to it” (Proverbs 
10:22).  One has commented on the application God’s providence to material wealth by 
saying, “The doctrine of providence sees a Person behind everything.  There is a 
purpose, intention, plan.  There’s a wise and loving Father behind every experience you 
walk through in life…every paycheck you earn…every possession that slips out of your 
pocket.”   An awareness of God’s providence releases us from the insanity of 2

overworking and fretting.  Yes, work hard and be faithful in your job.  At the same time, 
rest in the reality that the Lord will prosper you in accordance with His will.
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I Am Made to Glorify God
The Westminster confession of faith famously says the chief end of man is “to glorify 
God, and to enjoy Him for ever.”  Scripture teaches we are made in “the image of God” 
(Genesis 1:27).  That means we are to relate to God and reflect Him in all we do, 
including how we manage the resources He has given us (Genesis 1:28-30).  By faith, 
aim to live up to God’s will for your life.  Let the way you use handle money and material 
things get fame and renown for Jesus.  Remember, our Lord has said, “Let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

AVOIDING THE "NEW IDOLATRY”
One of the most startling and confounding stories in the Bible is found in the book of 
Exodus.  Not long after being miraculously delivered from slavery in Egypt, the people 
fell into idolatry.  Though it was surprising that they would forget the Lord so soon, the 
object of their idolatrous worship was certainly a head scratcher.  The people had seen 
the Lord part the Red Sea, but they chose to worship a golden statue of a mere calf!  

Moses, the leader of God’s people, was absent.  He was meeting with the Lord 
on Mount Sinai.  Israel’s de facto leader — Aaron — facilitated the people’s idolatry.  
Once they had made their graven image, he held it up before the pope and proclaimed, 
“Israel, these are your gods, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” (Exodus 32:4).  
What is so remarkable is the fact that Israel’s idolatry was a brazen violation of God’s 
Law.  Earlier in Exodus, the Lord had plainly told His people through His Law, “I am the 
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery.  Do 
not have other gods besides me.  Do not make an idol for yourself” (Exodus 20:2-4).

Every time I read of the incident with the golden calf, I’m tempted to shake my 
head and disbelief.  I often think, “How could God’s people be so foolish?  What would 
motivate them to make such an idol?  Why did they so quickly forget God’s Word, the 
miracles He performed, and His liberation of His people”  Most modern Christians 
probably have similar thoughts when they read the narrative.  If we are honest with 
ourselves, however, we have to admit that we are prone to the same foolishness.

Defining Idolatry
Though we may not be guilty of fashioning golden idols, and though none of us may 
have never bowed before a golden calf, the spirit of idolatry is alive and well.  We do 
ourselves a spiritual disservice when we fail to properly identify what an idol is.  When 
we study Scripture, we learn that an idol is “that which seems to be a god” in the eye of 
the one who is devoted to it.   It is something to which one gives supreme allegiance, a 3

misplaced source of security and contentment.  An idol isn’t necessarily a statue.  It is 
anything one places before the Lord, anything one lives for other than the Lord. 

The Bible indicates one can have idols that aren’t easily seen. The human heart 
can be a chamber for the worship of false gods.  Paul indicated as much in the book of 
Romans.  Confronting self-righteous religionists, he asked, “You who detest idols, do 
you rob temples?” (Romans 2:22).  The apostle indicated that greed and covetousness 
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was a form of idolatry.  Though one may never bow before a golden calf, he can still 
violate the first and second commandment by living for gold and gain, money and 
material things, possessions and prosperity.

Modern Man and the “New Idolatry”
It is precisely at this point that many Christian men fail.  Though they are called to love 
the Lord with all their heart (Matthew 22:37) and seek first the kingdom of God (Matthew 
6:33), many get caught up in earthly things.  They are dominated by what John called 
“the lust of the eyes” (1 John 2:16).  They are more concerned with cash over Christ, 
money over the Master, and gain over God.

I like to call the new fascination with material things “the new idolatry.”  Satan is 
clever.  He realizes he may not be able to get modern men to lower themselves to 
worship statues and idols.  Such things are antiquated by modern, humanistic 
standards.  Satan knows that, so he is working hard to divert the hearts of men to other 
idols — possessions and prosperity.  

Many modern Christian men live with minds that are constantly stuck in the gutter 
of materialism.  Their values are driven by the bottom line.  Financial increase and 
prosperity is the sole factor that drives their decision making.  They live life constantly 
thinking about the next purchase or possession that will hopefully lead to more 
happiness. Their identity is found in their vehicle, their wardrobe, their collections, their 
tech devices, or the gadgets that go along with their countless hobbies.  Instead of living 
for the one who holds them in His hand, they live for what they hold in their hands.  
Their hearts are set on the temporal, not the eternal.  What a sad state of affairs!  We 
aren’t that different from the Israelites who bowed from the golden calf! 

Is there any remedy for the plague of the new idolatry?  I believe men need to 
reorient themselves with God’s truth.  A revival is needed that emphasizes the 
greatness of God over earthly gain!  Christian men need an awareness that greed and 
covetousness is a high violation against God’s holy Law (Exodus 20:17).  

May God give us a sober awareness that “the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10).  When we make possessions and 
prosperity the predominating principles of life, our souls, our families, our churches, and 
the fame of Christ all suffer harm.  Would to God that we would develop a firm 
conviction that “godliness with contentment is great gain” in life (1 Timothy 6:6)!

Giving and Generosity
One cannot talk about money, manhood, and the Christian life without talking about the 
subjects of giving and generosity.  Scripture is clear that Christian men are to be giving 
people.  Even a cursory reading of the Bible reveals this to be true.  Jesus Himself 
famously said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  Seeing the 
biblical precedent for generosity in the lives of Christian men, one Christian author has 
commented, “The abiding spiritual fact is, there is no way to grow into spiritual maturity 
without committing ones's giving to the Lord.”4
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Given the strong stance of Scripture on this subject, why do we see such 
negligence in this area?  A recent study revealed that generous giving has fallen on 
hard times in the United States.  Whereas around 43% of households made charitable 
contributions in 2006, recent studies have revealed that percentage has decreased to 
29%.  Research also indicates that 10% of Christians confess that giving is not a part of 
their discipleship practice.5

What is the reason for a decrease in giving amongst American Christians?  I 
believe a major part of the problem is a lack of Biblical understanding on the subject.  
When one doesn’t grasp God’s Word, one won’t be able to faithfully follow God’s will.  In 
contemporary Christian culture, many have minimized the importance of giving.  They 
have excused themselves from this important Christian duty because of a belief that it 
was a requirement of a bygone era.  Many believe that tithing was something required 
of Jews under Old Testament law alone.

A close examination of Scripture reveals that such an assumption is not true.  
Even before God gave His special law for His covenant people, the practice of tithing 
was promoted in Scripture.  An episode from the life of Abraham proves this point.  Even 
though he lived before the giving of the Mosaic Law, the patriarch was faithful in regard 
to the tithe.  Genesis 14 tells of how Abraham once met Melchizedek, the King of 
Salem.  The Bible says, “Abram gave him a tenth of everything” (Genesis 14:20).  
Abraham’s testimony proves that giving was not something reserved for the Mosaic Law 
alone.

When we turn to the pages of the New Testament, we discover that the New 
Testament church had strong expectations concerning giving.  In fact, one of the first 
great controversies within the church took place over the subject.  When a certain 
couple was dishonest with their charitable contributions, they experienced the 
immediate judgment of God (Acts 5:1-11).  They were both struck dead!  Surely giving is 
an important subject for New Testament people!

When Paul wrote his letters to first-century churches, he frequently included 
instructions on this subject.  He was abundantly clear that local congregations should 
support their ministers financially (1 Corinthians 9:3-14), that regular offerings should be 
taken (1 Corinthians 16:1-4), and that God would richly reward those who gave (2 
Corinthians 9:6).  In fact, his letter to the Philippians was written, in large part, out of a 
desire to thank the church for their financial contributions to his ministry.  In Philippians 
4:18, he said, “But I have received everything in full, and I have an abundance. I am 
fully supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you provided—a fragrant 
offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”

What does all of this mean for modern Christian men?  First, we should be aware 
of God’s desire for our lives.  He wants us to be generous givers.  Next, we should seek 
the Lord as to how He would like us to give.  Paul told the first-century church at 
Corinth, “Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out 
of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).  It is at this point 
that New Testament giving is indeed different than the giving required of Old Testament 
Jews living under the Mosaic Law.  While they were given strict percentages to follow, 
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we are not given precise requirements.  Paul’s instruction in 2 Corinthians 9:7 seems to 
indicate that we are to pray and seek the Lord’s guidance regarding what we are to 
give.

Does this mean that Christian men are liberated from the tithe, that we don’t 
necessarily have to give ten percent of our income to the work of the Lord?

I like to think about this subject according to something someone shared with me 
early in my Christian development.  My wife and I were starting out in marriage and we 
were wrestling with what percentage we should give to our church.  An older woman in 
our church gave us counsel.  She said something like this, “If God required a tenth from 
people who didn’t live during the time of grace as we do now, how could we do anything 
less?”  She went on to say that she regarded a tithe as being like “training wheels” for 
New Testament Christians.

That advice really helped me.  My wife and I have tried to follow it.  If both God’s 
Moral and Mosaic Law regard a tenth as being an appropriate financial gift, how can I, 
one who lives under the Law of Love (Matthew 22:37-40), do anything less?  I see ten 
percent as a baseline for my Christian giving.  

Because of my biblical convictions on this subject, I have made room in my 
budget for regular financial gifts to kingdom causes.  I start by giving at least a tenth to 
my local church.  Within the spreadsheet I use for my personal finances, I have that 
amount listed as my first expense in each pay period.  It is my conviction that the Lord 
should be first in everything, even my finances.  If I don’t honor Him with the tithe, how 
can I expect Him to bless me in relation to money and material things?

Budgeting & Investing
When it comes to money, most men are interested in the brass tacks — How can I 
save?  What about investments?  Which issues are important when considering a 
budget?  Fortunately for us, the Bible has a lot to say about these subjects.  It is chock-
full of practical advice for money matters.  While there are a lot of helpful resources 
filled with earthly wisdom for finances, the tried and true principles of the Bible really 
can’t be beat.  Let’s consider four biblical principles for managing our finances faithfully.

Work.  
A sound financial standing starts with hard work.  To have money to manage, one must 
earn money.  The Lord has ordained that men make a living by laborious effort.  Though 
vocations may differ, the end goal is the same — making a living.  Charles Spurgeon 
rightly noted that “one toils by the sweat of his brow, and another does so by the sweat 
of his brain.”6

Shortly after creating the first man and woman, the Lord said, “Be fruitful, 
multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it.  Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and 
every creature that crawls on the earth…Look, I have given you every seed-bearing 
plant on the surface of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This 
will be food for you” (Genesis 1:28-29).  Within the Lord’s creation mandate was a call 
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to work.  This is where money management starts.  Before you can manage money, you 
must first make money.  

Don’t overwork.
A word of caution must be given.  The command to work is often taken to unhealthy 
extremes.  Seeing labor as a means of profit, many overwork to be rich.  They burn the 
midnight oil and spin their wheels on a habitual basis, trying to get ahead.  Security and 
prosperity are the end goals.  

Modern society is especially susceptible to this blight.  It seems many are eager 
to brag about their commitment to “hustle” in order to get ahead.  More than ever, it is 
easy to have a side gig or an additional job to produce more income.  In fact, many 
contemporary pundits on money management recommend one establishing some sort 
of extra source of income in order to become financially stable.

Many times, the drive to create more income is only a means of supporting one’s 
posh lifestyle.  Even when extra income is earned, it is quickly distributed through extra 
expenses.  Christian men should be on guard.  Scripture warns, “Don’t wear yourself 
out to get rich; because you know better, stop!  As soon as your eyes fly to it, it 
disappears, for it makes wings for itself and flies like an eagle to the sky” (Proverbs 
23:4-5).  Overworking for more money only contributes to the spiritual and emotional 
burnout that causes many to make poor life choices.  What seems like a path to 
prosperity ends up being a ditch of destruction.  Avoid the temptation to wear yourself 
out for the sake of more money.

Manage your money.
The answer to money problems is not more work.  Good money management is what’s 
required.  When advising his son, Solomon said, “Know well the condition of your flock, 
and pay attention to your herds, for wealth is not forever; not even a crown lasts for all 
time” (Proverbs 27:23-24).  In Solomon’s day, flocks were a form of currency.  His 
advice was in regard to money management.

If Christian men want to be faithful with their finances, they should take heed to 
Solomon’s instruction.  Knowing the state of one’s income is essential to good money 
management.  A man must be well familiar with his income and expenses.  He must 
know what he makes and manage his spending accordingly.  A sound budget with good 
budget categories is a non-negotiable.  Once a budget is established, one must 
exercise self-control in sticking to his budget.  

Without such planning and oversight, success in one’s finances is unlikely. It is 
beyond the scope of this work to go into great depth into the ins and outs of budgeting.  
If you need help in establishing a budget, consult resources.  There are plenty of them 
available.  Many are free and easily accessible online.  However, you should know this 
— the basic priorities of monitoring expenses and income are a part of all sound 
budgets.

Give and invest.
Financial stability is built on the foundation of solid giving and saving.  We have already 
talked about the biblical precedent for giving.  For now, it is worth noting that Solomon 
said, “Honor the Lord with your possessions and with the first produce of your entire 



harvest” (Proverbs 3:9).  Those who manage their money best know that giving is a 
powerful activity that promotes financial fitness.  When one exercises the discipline 
required to give, one is more likely to exhibit discipline in other financial matters.

On top of giving, saving and investing are commendable.  Solomon told his son, 
“A good man leaves an inheritance to his grandchildren, but the sinner’s wealth is stored 
up for the righteous” (Proverbs 13:22).  Several years ago I had an older Christian man 
encourage me in reference to saving and investing.  He advised that I give 10% of my 
income, save 10% of my income, and live off of the remaining 80%.  After years of being 
a professional financial advisor, he said, “Patrick, I’ve never seen anyone go wrong 
following that plan.”

Make it your aim to be a good giver and a solid saver.  Just as you budget for 
food, shelter, and clothing, be diligent to budget for these matters as well.  Scripture’s 
advice is clear on these subjects.  When you line up your stewardship with good 
scriptural principles, you are more likely to experience financial success.


